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AINA,  ICMC,  ANA  AND  ANS 


I want  to  thank  the  Israel  Coins 
and  Medals  Corporation  again  for 
printing  our  Shekels  in  full  color 
in  Israel  at  no  charge  to  AINA.  It 
is  most  generous,  and  I urge  our 
members  to  buy  coins  and  medals 
from  them  as  “thanks”  and  to  show 
support  for  Israel. 

Every  member  should 
be  receiving  their  periodic 
catalogs — if  not  you  can  contact 
them  at  50  Bar  Yehuda  Drive, 
Nesher,  Israel  36660,  visit 
www.israelmint.com,  or  e-mail 
medaliot@coins.co.il. 

AINA  has  been  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
(ANA)  ever  since  we  began  in 
1968.  The  ANA  generously  hosts 
our  annual  board  and  general 
meetings  at  their  World’s  Fair  of 
Money  Convention — held  this  year 
at  the  Philadelphia  Convention 
Center  from  August  7-1 1 — and  the 
ANA  gives  AINA  a free  table  in  the 
bourse  area. 

If  you  enjoy  collecting  United 
States,  World  or  Ancient  coins, 
medals,  etc.  in  addition  to  Israel/ 
Judaica  you  can  learn  about  joining 
the  ANA  by  writing  to  8 1 8 N. 
Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903,  visiting  www.money. 
org,  or  e-mailing  ana@money.org. 
AINA  is  also  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society;  we 
have  made  a donation  to  them  to 
digitize  their  ancient  Judaean  coin 
collection  so  it  can  be  seen  on  their 


web  site  www.numismatics.org  and 
we  have  contributed  the  complete 
collection  of  Israel  Coin  Club 
medals  assembled  by  former  AINA 
President  Arnold  Kagan,  so  these 
medals  can  be  available  for  viewing 
and  study  at  their  headquarters:  75 

President's  Message 

Varick  St.,  Suite  #1 100,  New  York, 
NY  10013,(212)  571-4470. 

Along  with  several  members  of  the 
AINA  board,  I am  a member  of  the 
ANS,  and  you  are  invited  to  inquire 
about  joining  this  prestigious 
organization. 

Of  course,  AINA  greatly 
appreciates  your  continued 
membership — and  you  are  invited 
to  write  or  call  me  at  (8 1 8)  225- 
1 348  if  I can  ever  answer  any 
questions  or  be  of  service. 

In  addition,  you  are  invited  to 
submit  articles  to  our  editor  Andrew 
Perala,  P.O.  Box  6626,  Kamuela,  HI 
96743  or  aperala@aol.com. 

And  we  hope  that  you  will 
consider  giving  AINA  memberships 
as  gifts — the  recipients  will  receive 
six  issues  of  our  beautiful  and 
informative  magazine  and  our 
annual  medal. 

Happy  collecting. 


Ail 
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ORT'S  1880  SOCIETY  MEDALS 


The  2012  ORT  1880  Society  Medal. 


In  1 880  a group  of  Russian  Jews 
petitioned  Czar  Alexander  II  for  permis- 
sion to  start  a fund  to  assist  Jewish  trade 
schools  and  establish  new  colonies,  agri- 
cultural schools  and  model  farms  in  order 
to  help  lift  Russia’s  five  million  Jews  out 
of  crushing  poverty.  The  success  of  the 
appeal  led  Russian  authorities  to  create 
the  “Society  for  Trades  and  Agricultural 
Labor,’’  for  Jews  of  Russia.  It  is  from  this 
original  name — Obschestvo  Remesle- 
novo  i.  Zemledelcheskovo  Trouda — that  the 
word  ORT  is  derived. 

To  honor  major  supporters  of  ORT, 
a special  ORT  group,  the  1 880  Society, 
recognizes  donors  with  a specially  designed 
medal  struck  in  22  karat  gold,  solid  silver  and 
bronze,  depending  on  their  level  of  member- 
ship. 

Designed  by  Igal  Gabay,  the  medals  were 
specially  minted  for  World  ORT  by  the  Israeli 
Government  Coins  and  Medals  Corpora- 
tion and  feature  portraits  of  ORT’s  founding 
fathers  on  one  side  and  the  name  of  the  Israeli 
capital,  Jerusalem,  in  12  languages  on  the 
other.  Igal  Gabay  was  bom  in  Tel  Aviv  and 
has  been  working  in  the  field  for  22  years.  He 
also  designs  stamps  and  different  medals  and 
coins  for  the  Israel  Central  Bank  and  the  Is- 
raeli Government  Coins  & Medals  Corpora- 


tion. Accompanying  the  1 880  Society  medals 
is  a stand  designed  by  Barukh  Shoham,  who 
was  bom  in  1 945  and  resides  in  Israel. 

Studying  art  and  metallurgy  with  the 
famous  Chilean  artist  Benedictus,  Shoham 
creates  bold  and  impressive  works  of  art, 
making  use  of  metal,  wood,  stone,  marble, 
ceramic,  plastic,  glass  and  more.  Shoham ’s 
unique  style  represents  a synergy  between 
metal,  movement  and  music,  effecting  cre- 
ative harmony. 

In  20 1 2,  medals  were  presented  to  1 880 
Society  members  Nancy  and  James  Grosfeld 
and  Penny  and  Harold  Blumenstein  at  the 
Michigan  Region’s  Tender  at  the  Townsend 
event.  For  more  infonnation,  contact  ORT 
1 880  Society  planned  giving  director  Marla 
Landis,  Senior  Director  of  Major  Gifts  & 
Planned  Giving  to  discuss  - 8 1 8.865. 1 802  or 
e-mail  mlandis@oi1america.org.  mi 


THE  PALESTINE  COLLECTION  “FINEST  MANDATE  COINS" 


Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg’s  Sept.  2-5, 
20 1 2 sale  will  feature  the  “The  Palestine 
Collection:  the  Finest  Quality  Mandate 
coins,”  according  to  the  firm.  Each  of 
the  coins  is  graded  by  the  independent 
firm  PCGS  and  the  set  as  a whole  was 
the  No.  1 PCGS  Registry  Set  (modern 


issue).  Examples  include:  1935  10  mills, 
PCGS  MS-66;  a 1934  50  mils  PCGS 
MS-64;  and  a 1934  100  mils  graded  by 
PCGS  as  MS-64.  Online  catalog  avail- 
able Aug.  1 . Call  1-800-978-2646  within 
the  U.S.  or  1 -3 1 0-55 1 -2646  from  outside 
the  U.S.  for  more  information,  nu 


YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 


WE’RE  THE  EXPERTS. 

Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 

We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Ancient  and  World  coins  to  our  next  auction. 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


® PNG 

Knowledge.  Integrity.  Responsibility. 


Coin  Auction  Dates 
May  27-30  2012 
September  2-5  2012 
February  3-6  2013 
June  2-5,  2013 


September  22-25,  2013 


IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  Family  Tradition  Since  1931” 


11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 
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Series  Ancient  Mosaics 

of  The  Holy  Land 


Innovative  series  in  fine 
Gold. 9999  and  Silver. 999,  each 
weighing  one  Troy  Oz. 

(31.1  grams),  highlighting 
ancient  mosaics  unearthed  in 
the  Holy  Land,  dating  from  the 
Byzantine  era,  6th  century. 
Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy 
Land  Mint,  metal  fineness  and 


www.israelmint.com 


f v 

\>r*  j 

:y 

■ ' 
rj-  ^ 

Jewish  banking  family  daughter  posed  most  often 


By  K.A.  Rodgers 


In  January  the  Austrian  Mint  released 
the  first  gold  €50  in  a new  five-coin 
series  that  celebrates  artist  “Gustav 
Klimt  - and  his  women.”  The  series  marks 
the  150th  anniversary  of  Klimt’s  birth. 

Few  artists  have  achieved  Klimt’s 
renown  and  popularity.  Fie  was  a superb 
and  innovative  painter  who  is  perhaps 
best  known  for  his  passionate  devotion  to 
women.  He  loved  them  in  life  and  hon- 
ored them  in  art. 

Currently  his  first  portrait  of  Adele 
Bloch-Bauer  ranks  fourth  among  the 
highest  prices  paid  at  auction  or  private 


sale  for  any  painting.  Back  in  June  2006 
this  work  held  the  world  record  as  the 
most  expensive  painting  of  all  time.  It 
had  just  sold  for  $135  million  (U.S.)  or 
$150,200,000  in  today’s  money.  In  the  last 
five  years  that  price  has  been  eclipsed  by 
three  others,  most  recently  by  Cezanne’s 
The  Card  Players  that  took  top  spot  with  a 
price  of  $250,000,000  in  February,  2012. 

Appropriately  it  is  this  Portrait  of  Adele 
Bloch-Bauer  I that  has  been  chosen  by  the 
Austrian  Mint  as  its  subject  for  the  first 
coin  in  its  new  series. 

Continued 
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Painter  challenged  society 


Opposite  page,  clockwise  from  top  left:  Portrait 
of  artist  Gustav  Klimt;  the  obverse  of  a 2003 
Austrian  100  euro  gold  coin;  the  face  of  his 
most  famous  painting,  Adele  Bloch-Bauer,  for 
which  Klimt  used  gold  foil  as  well  as  oil;  the 
obverse  of  Austria’s  2012  gold  50  euro  coin, 
followed  by  the  coin  s reverse  with  Adele  Bloch- 
Bauer.  The  coin  is  the  first  of five  to  be  issued. 

Continued 

The  model 

Adele  Bloch-Bauer  was  bom  in  1881. 
She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  a Vien- 
nese Jewish  banking  family.  At  the  time 
women  could  not  enter  university  and 
Adele  studied  German,  French,  English 
and  classical  literature  at  home.  At  1 8 
she  accepted  an  arranged  marriage  with 
a local  sugar  magnate,  Ferdinand  Bloch- 
Bauer,  as  a way  of  escaping  her  home. 
Along  with  Ferdinand  came  a mansion  in 
Vienna,  a castle  in  Czechoslovakia,  and 
assorted  porcelains,  tapestries,  and  paint- 
ings by  Austrian  artists. 

Adele  was  very  much  one  of  the  upper- 
class  women  of  her  generation,  part  and 
parcel  of  the  avant-garde  intellectuals 
of  Vienna.  She  has  been  described  as 
a,  “proud,  arrogant  and  outspoken”  . . . 


Above,  at  left,  the  obverse  of  Austria's  1989  500 
schilling  commemorative  coin  honoring  the 
painter  Gustav  Klimt  and  another  of  his  famous 
works  depicting  the  beauty  of  women,  “Judith.  ’’ 
Klimt  was  born  in  Austria.  To  honor  the  150th  an- 
niversary of  his  birth,  the  Austrian  Mint  is  issuing 
a five-coin  series  on  Klimt  over  the  next  five  years. 


“a  modem  woman  living  in  a world  of 
yesterday.” 

On  the  one  hand  she  was  the  complete 
salon  lady  always  seeking  intellectual 
stimulation.  On  the  other  there  was  a sick, 
fragile,  chain  smoker  who  suffered  inter- 
minable headaches. 

Those  attending  her  regular  soirees 
included  Gustav  Mahler,  Richard  Strauss, 
Alma  Mahler- Werfel,  Stefan  Zweig  and 
Jakob  Wassermann. 

And  then  along  came  Klimt. 

The  artist 

Klimt  was  bom  in  Austria  in  1 862  into 
an  art-rich  family.  His  talent  was  rec- 
ognized very  early.  By  14  he  had  won  a 
scholarship  to  the  Vienna  School  of  Arts 
and  Crafts.  At  16  he  received  the  Golden 

Continued 


7 


Sensual  master  fathered  14  kids 


Gustav  Klimt,  “ The  Water  Serpents  2 ’’painting  in  the  background;  the  reverse  of  a 2003 
Austrian  gold  100  euro  commemorative  coin  honoring  his  painting  “The  Kiss.  ” 


Continued 

Order  of  Merit  from  Emperor  Franz  Josef 
for  murals  he  painted  in  Vienna’s  Palace 
Theatre.  In  1900  his  work  Philosophy 
won  gold  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 

Throughout  much  of  his  career  Klimt 
managed  to  surround  himself  with 
an  ever-changing  menage  of  gorgeous, 
commonly  naked  models.  His  delight  in 
the  female  form  was  not  confined  to  art. 
He  was  a well-known  but  highly  discrete 
Lothario.  He  fathered  at  least  14  children. 
He  never  married  but  was  the  life  partner 
of  Emilie  Floge. 

After  a highly  successful  career  as  a 
muralist  he  adopted  gold  leaf  as  a medium 
in  portraiture  and  used  it  to  explore  his 
favorite  subject:  women. 

The  work 

Ferdinand  had  been  commissioning 
works  from  Klimt  since  the  turn  of  the 
century.  The  artist  was  at  the  height  of 
his  powers  and  acknowledged  as  such 
by  Viennese  society.  In  1904  Ferdinand 


Bloch-Bauer  asked  him  to  paint  a portrait 
of  his  wife,  then  aged  26.  It  was  to  be  a 
present  for  her  parents’  anniversary  in 
October.  However,  its  completion  would 
take  a little  longer  than  that. 

Three  years  would  be  required  before 
the  portrait  was  finished.  During  this  time 
Klimt  would  make  more  studies  related  to 
its  execution  than  of  any  other  work  in  his 
entire  career. 

The  result  is  a superb  large  1 .38  by  1 .38 
meter  painting.  Like  much  of  Klimt’s 
work  from  this  period  it  is  decorated  in 
gold  and  silver  leaf. 

Indeed  Adele  is  immersed  in  a sea  of 
actual  gold. 

Superficially,  the  work  appears  a flat- 
tering portrayal  of  the  trophy  wife  of  an 
extremely  wealthy  upper-class  Viennese 
industrialist. 

But  closer  inspection  tells  a deeper 
story.  A relationship  is  portrayed  that  goes 
far  beyond  the  professionalism  of  artist 

Continued 
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Gustav  Klimt’s  painting  “Adele  Bloch-Bauer  I”  was  sold  fay 
$135  million  (U.S.)  in  June  2006,  a record  at  the  time. 


Image  courtesy  the  Austrian  Mint 


Continued 

and  model.  More  is 
depicted  than  even 
friendship  or  mutual 
respect.  A deep  bond, 
an  intimacy  is  writ 
large  in  Adele’s  stance 
and  in  the  depth  of  her 
adoring,  yearning  gaze 
focused  intently  on  her 
artist. 

She  is  fragile,  her 
face  ethereal,  hair 
heaped,  eyelids  adroop, 
lips  parted,  cheeks 
aglow.  Klimt  folds 
her  hands  elegantly  to 
conceal  a deformity. 

Unlike  so  many  of 
Klimt’s  other  paint- 
ings of  women  there 
is  no  direct  eroticism 
although  some  critics  read  much  into  the 
symbols  that  decorate  Adele’s  gown. 

Apart  from  Emilie  Floge,  Adele  is  the 
only  woman  Klimt  would  paint  twice.  It 
seems  likely  that  Adele  provided  the  role 
model  for  at  least  one  of  his  later  erotical- 
ly-charged Judiths. 

It  is  unclear  whether  model  and  artist 
ever  had  an  affair.  If  they  did  both  were 
extraordinarily  discrete.  But  it  is  clear  that 
Adele  adored  Klimt  and  his  work.  The 
walls  of  her  room  housed  five  of  his  paint- 
ings. His  photo  stood  on  her  bedside  table. 

Then  in  1925  she  died  suddenly  of  men- 
ingitis at  age  43. 

The  coin 


Transferring  such  a famous  painting  to 
a sculptured  coin  proved  a challenge  for 
Mint  engraver  Herbert  Waehner:  “One  of 
the  key  elements  of  painting  is  color,  and 
of  course  this  is  not  present  in  this  coin. 
Therefore,  the  very  detailed  engraving  of 
the  miniscule  differences  in  relief  heights 
of  the  complex  mosaic-like  ornamentation 
in  the  plaster  model  was  very  challeng- 
ing.” 

Only  a portion  of  the  painting  is  shown 
on  the  coin.  It  shows  Adele’s  waiflike  but 
serene  face  framed  by  a complex,  mosaic- 
like decoration  that  is  Klimt’s  trademark. 
Her  stunning  long  neck  is  encircled  by  a 
spectacular  choker.  Down  at  bottom  left  is 

Continued 
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Record-setting  price  for  adele 


2012  50-EURO  GOLD  AUSTRIA’S  LATEST 


Austria  continues  its  long  tradition  of  hon- 
oring Gustav  Klimt  on  coinage  with  2012 
50-euro  gold  commemorative,  the  first  in  a 
series  of  five  over  the  next  five  years. 


Continued 

the  letter  K for  Klimt.  (Later  coins  in  the 
series  will  be  lettered  L,  I,  M,  T.) 

The  obverse  by  Thomas  Pesendorfer 
shows  a portrait  of  Klimt  presented  as  if 
painted  on  canvas.  Klimt’s  signature  from 
his  paintings  appears  at  lower  right. 

The  new,  22  millimeter  diameter,  €50 
Proof  is  struck  in  10  grains  of  .986  fine 
gold  and  has  a mintage  of  30,000.  A 
wooden  display  case  is  available  for  the 
whole  series,  Klimt  and  his  Women , and 
may  be  purchased  separately. 

Those  wishing  to  add  a golden  Adele  to 
their  collection  can  try  www.eurocollec- 
tions.com  or  email:  orders@eurocol lec- 
tions. com,  or  snail  mail:  Euro  Collections 
International,  4533  MacArthur  Blvd,  No. 
888  Newport  Beach,  CA,  92660,  or  toll 
free:  1-877-897-7696,  or  fax:  1-866-875- 
2577.  The  Austrian  Mint  also  sells  the 
coins  directly  on  its  website:  https://www. 


muenzeoesterreich.at/eng. 

Otherwise,  like  your  writer,  you  will 
need  to  wait  another  year  for  Klimt’s 
next  golden  woman.  Hopefully  it  will  be 
Judith,  nu 

Postscript: 

In  her  will  Adele  had  asked  Ferdinand 
to  donate  Klimt’s  paintings  to  the  Austrian 
Gallery  upon  his  death.  This  was  fore- 
stalled by  the  1938  annexation  of  Austria 
to  Germany,  that  saw  the  confiscation  and 
aryanization  of  the  Jewish  Bloch-Bauer 
estate. 

Maria,  nee  Bloch,  and  her  four  siblings 
had  been  extremely  close  to  Ferdinand 
and  Adele  in  Vienna.  Newlywed  Maria 
had  escaped  Austria  in  1938  with  her  hus- 
band, Fritz  - after  he  had  “deeded”  all  his 
personal  property  to  the  Nazis.  The  two 
had  made  their  way  to  North  America. 

When  Ferdinand  died  penniless  in 
Zurich  he  stipulated  that  any  estate  be 
split  between  his  nephew,  Robert,  and  his 
nieces  Luise  and  Maria. 

Post-war,  the  three  fought  for  50  years 

Continued 
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Klimt  honored  on  many  coins 


Continued 


to  recover  any  parts  of  their  uncle’s  prop- 
erty. Then,  in  September  1998  the  Aus- 
trian government  announced  it  would  re- 
turn art  works  seized  by  the  Nazis  to  their 
rightful  owners.  Maria  Altmann  now 
liquefied  what  few  assets  she  had  and 
sued  the  Republic  of  Austria  for  return  of 
the  paintings.  After  almost  another  seven 
years  of  litigation  in  U.S.  courts,  in  May 

2005  Austria  and  Maria  agreed  to  submit 
the  dispute  over  the  Klimt  works  to  bind- 
ing arbitration  in  Austria. 

This  saw  the  five  paintings  awarded  to 
Maria  in  January  2006.  Initially  she  put 
them  all  on  display  in  the  Los  Ange- 
les County  Museum  of  Art  but  in  June 

2006  she  sold  Adele  Bloch-Bauer  I to 
Ronald  Lauder  in  2006  for  that  record 
$135,000,000.  It  has  been  on  display  in 
his  Neue  Galerie  in  New  York  ever  since. 

The  previous  year  New  York  District 
Judge  Edward  Korman  had  awarded 
Maria  and  other  relatives  $21,800,000 
from  the  Swiss  Banks  Fund.  Ferdinand 
Bloch-Bauer  had  appointed  a Swiss  bank 


In  1997,  Austria  issued  a 25  euro  silver 
commemorative  coin  to  honor  the  painting 
“ The  Kiss  ” or  “Der  Kuss.  ” 


trustee  of  his  sugar  refinery  in  1938.  The 
bank  had  then  handed  the  business  to  an 
industrialist  with  Nazi  ties  in  1939. 

In  October  2006  Marie  put  all  five 
paintings  on  display  at  Neue  Galerie. 

She  then  consigned  the  unsold  four  to 
Christie’s.  They  went  under  the  hammer 
in  the  Impressionist  and  Modem  Art  sale 
of  November  8,  2006,  at  Christie’s  Rock- 
efeller Plaza.  The  hammer  prices  ranged 
from  over  3 1 million  dollars  to  nearly  88 
million  dollars  (for  Adele  Bloch-Bauer  II). 

A further  Klimt,  also  once  owned  by 
Ferdinand  Bloch-Bauer,  Schloss  Kam- 
mer  am  Attersee  III  was  purchased  by  the 
Austrian  Gallery  in  1961.  nu 

©K.A.  Rodgers  2012 

A version  of  this  story  was  first  pub- 
lished  in  Australasian  Coin  & Banknote 
Magazine  in  April  2012.  Reprinted  with 
permission. 


Shoshana 

Collection 

Part  II 

Extraordinary  sale  of  Judaean  coinage 
concludes  with  September  20 1 2 auction 


LONG  BEACH,  CA- A five-year  run  of 
silver  shekels  struck  by  Judaean  rebels  during 
the  Jewish  War  against  Rome,  circa  66  to  70  CE 
(Common  Era),  highlights  the  second  half  of  the 
world-famous  Shoshana  Collection  of  Ancient 
Judaean  Coins,  offered  by  Heritage  Auctions  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  5,  during  the  Long  Beach  Coin 
& Collectibles  show. 

“This  sale  shows  the  great  breadth  and  depth  of 
the  Shoshana  Collection,”  said  David  Michaels, 
Director  of  Ancient  Coins  for  Dallas-based  Heri- 
tage Auctions.  “The  first  Shoshana  sale  last  March 
was  already  the  greatest  offering  of  Judaean  coins 
ever  brought  to  public  auction,  and  the  second  half 
is,  in  many  ways,  a reprise  of  the  first.” 

The  Shoshana  Collection,  assembled  over  a 
30-year  period  by  a Southern  California  collector, 
comprises  coins  related  to  the  founding  of  Ancient 
Israel  and  the  story  of  the  Jewish  people  in  the 
Holy  Land. 

Part  1 of  the  Shoshana  Collection,  March  8-9, 
produced  several  world  records,  including  $1.1 
million  for  a “prototype”  shekel  of  the  Jewish  War 
struck  in  the  first  year  of  conflict,  66  CE,  and  one 
of  just  two  known  examples.  Two  other  coins  also 
sold  for  just  under  $ 1 million  each;  the  7 1 2 coins 
in  the  Pail  I auction  realized  $7.6  million. 

“The  second  Shoshana  auction  will  cover  an 
even  greater  span  of  time,”  said  Michaels.  “It  will 
consist  of  nearly  1 ,000  coins  covering  about  1 ,700 
years  of  history,  from  the  first  coins  ever  struck  in 
ancient  Judaea  - circa  480  BCE  - to  the  fall  of  the 


Crusader  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem  in  1 1 87.” 

The  second  Shoshana  auction  also  presents  a 
prime  opportunity  to  collectors  who  may  have 
been  “priced  out”  of  the  first  Shoshana  event  due 
to  the  highly  competitive  bidding.  “There  will 
be  many  coins  well  within  the  reach  of  budget- 
minded  collectors,”  Michaels  said. 

“More  than  200  Bar  Kokhba  coins  were  offered 
in  the  first  auction  and  a similar  number  will  be 
included  in  the  second,  including  three  extremely 
rare  silver  selas  dated  Year  1,”  Michaels  said. 

“The  Bar  Kokhba  offering  includes  a broad  array 
of  types  and  overstrikes  with  estimates  ranging 
from  $200  to  more  than  $25,000,  so  there  should 
be  something  to  suit  any  interested  collector’s 
pocketbook.” 

As  with  the  first  auction,  the  second  catalog  is 
written  and  annotated  by  David  Hendin,  author 
of  “Guide  to  Biblical  Coins”  and  the  best-known 
living  authority  on  Judaean  coinage. 

“The  first  catalog  became  an  instant  collector’s 
item,”  said  Michaels.  “The  second  one  will,  too. 
It’s  an  important  addition  to  any  library  of  ancient 
coin  literature.” 

Like  Shoshana  I,  the  Sept.  5 offering  will  be  di- 
vided between  several  phases  of  Judaean  history: 

• The  Persian  Period  (480  to  333  BCE),  when 
the  first  primitive  coins,  often  copies  of  the  Athens 
“owl”  coinage,  were  struck  at  Holy  Land  mints 
such  as  Gaza,  Samaria  and  Jerusalem. 

• The  Yehud  Period  (333  to  1 50  BCE),  when 

Continued 
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A Bar  Kokhba  War  me- 
dium bronze  is  undated 
and  believed  to  be  a 
Year  3 specimen. 
Obverse  enlarged  200 
percent  at  right;  far 
right,  actual  size,  27.6 
millimeters  in  diameter 


A year  79-80  to  80-81  CE  bronze  of  Titus 
minted  at  Decapolis  is  one  of  the  auctions 
rarest  offerings. 

Obverse,  left,  and  reverse,  right, 
shown  actual  size  at  23  mm. 


Above,  left:  Obverse  of  Bar  Kokhba  War  Year  2 silver  sela;  middle  left,  the  sela  s reverse. 
Middle  right:  Obverse  of  Year  5 Jewish  War  silver  shekel,  25  mm;  far  right;  the  same 
Year  5 silver  shekel  reverse.  This  21  mm  diameter  Year  5 shekel  is  extremely  rare. 


All  photos  courtesy  Heritage  Auctions 

An  almost  mint  condition  Year  1 shekel 
from  the  Jewish  War  of  66  to  70  CE.  Shown 
actual  size  at  23.4  mm. 


Continued 

tiny  coins  stamped  with  the  name  “Yehud” 

(Judah,  or  “land  of  the  Jews”)  in  archaic  Hebrew 
letters  were  minted  in  the  region  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Hellenistic  Greek  kingdoms. 

• The  Maccabbean  Kingdom  (135  to  37  BCE), 
ruled  by  descendants  of  Judah  Maccabbee;  the 
first  autonomous  Hebrew  kingdom  to  mint  coins. 

• The  Herodian  Kingdom  (37  BCE  to  93  CE), 
ruled  by  Herod  the  Great  and  his  descendents  ef- 
fectively as  vassals  of  Rome. 

• The  Jewish  War  (66  to  70  CE),  a titanic  upris- 
ing against  Roman  tyranny  that  shook  the  Empire. 


• The  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt  ( 1 32  to  135  CE),  the 
final  major  rebellion  against  Roman  rule. 

Also  offered  will  be  a large  selection  of  Roman 
coins  related  to  the  Jewish  wars  and  “City  Coins” 
struck  under  Roman,  Byzantine,  Islamic  and  Cru- 
sader authority  by  cities  in  the  Holy  Land  from 
circa  37  BCE  to  11 87  CE. 

“Certainly  the  highlights  of  the  sale  are  the  in- 
credible offering  of  coins  from  the  Jewish  War  and 
the  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt,”  Michaels  said.  “There 
are  beautiful  silver  shekels  of  Years  1 through  5 
of  the  Jewish  War,  as  well  as  many  of  the  rarer 
half-shekels.” 

For  more  infonnation,  go  to  HA.com/Coins.  idj 
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A bronze  coin  and  a Pilgrim ’s  ring 
carry  important  symbols  from  last  stages 
of the  Jewish  War  against  Rome 


By  David  Hendin 


A—— 

M m motifs  of  the  coins  of  the 
Jewish  War  against  Rome,  66-70 
C.E.,  are  those  which  celebrate 
the  Jewish  holiday  of  Sukkot,  also 
called  the  Feast  of  Booths  or  the 
Feast  of  Tabernacles.  This  holiday 
was  the  most  significant  of  three 
pilgrimage  festivals,  during  which 
the  Jews  would  travel  to  Jerusalem. 
The  three  are  Passover,  Shavout 
(which  is  Pentecost),  and  Sukkot, 
an  important  holiday  of  harvest  and 
thanksgiving. 

Sukkot  plays  a significant  role 
in  the  New  Testament  (John  7:2-3) 
since  it  is  the  background  for  one  of 
Jesus’  appearances  in  Jerusalem: 

“Now  the  Feast  of  Booths  was  at 


hand.  His  brothers  therefore  said  to 
Him,  ‘Depart  from  here,  and  go  into 
Judaea,  that  Your  disciples  also  may 
behold  Your  works  which  You  are 
doing.’  ” 

The  series  of  coins  that  refer  to 
the  celebration  of  Sukkot  was  struck 
during  the  fourth  year  of  the  war, 
69/70  C.E.  and  they  compromise 
what  is  apparently  the  very  first 
series  of ‘siege  coins’  ever  minted. 
These  bronze  coins  became  neces- 
sary because  of  the  severe  shortage 
of  silver,  among  other  things,  near 
the  end  of  the  war.  There  are  three 
different  denominations  of  bronze 
coins;  one  is  inscribed  with  the 
denomination  “half,”  one  “quarter,” 

Continued 
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“The  Siege  and  Destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans  Under  the  Command  of  Titus, 
A.D.  70,  ” Oil  on  canvas,  1850,  by  David  Roberts  (1796  to  1864). 


Continued 

and  one  without  a denomination, 
but  which  is  obviously  half  of  the 
quarter,  or  an  eighth. 

The  largest  of  these  coins  of  the 
fourth  year,  the  bronze  half  shekel 
has  always  been  one  of  my  favorite 
ancient  Jewish  coin  designs.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I like  it  so  much  that 
I used  the  coin  from  my  personal 
collection  to  grace  the  cover  of  the 
fourth  edition  of  my  book,  Guide  to 
Biblical  Coins. 

The  coin  depicts  a palm  tree 
flanked  by  baskets  which  were  used 
for  carrying  the  offering  of  the  first 
fruits,  which  began  on  Shavout 
(Pentecost)  and  continued  through 
Sukkot  (Tabernacles). 

From  a design  standpoint,  the  coin 
is  especially  pleasing.  Two  baskets 
are  placed  underneath  the  seven- 


Bronze  half  shekel  of  the  fourth  year  of  the 
Jewish  War  (Hendin-668)  depicting  a date 
palm  tree  with  two  baskets  used  for  the 
ceremonial  carrying  of  dates  and  other  first 
fruits  to  the  Jerusalem  Temple. 

branched  date  palm  in  such  a way 
that  the  dates  actually  appear  to  be 
falling  into  the  baskets,  which  are 
filled  to  the  brim.  Hebrew  words 
around  are  translated  as  “For  the 
Redemption  of  Zion.” 

This  design  was  significant  to 
me  back  in  the  1970s,  during  a 

Continued 
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Pilgrim's  ring  shows  baskets 


A ‘ Pilgrim  s Ring  ’ from  about  the  fourth  year 
of  the  Jewish  War  depicts  the  same  motif 
seen  on  a bronze  siege  coin  illustrated  on  the 
previous  page  with  a date  palm  tree  with  two 
baskets  used  for  the  ceremonial  carrying  of 
dates  and  other  first  fruits  to  the  Jerusalem 
Temple.  Opposite  page:  A contemporary  scale 
model  of  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem. 


Continued 

visit  to  Israel  when  I was  wandering 
through  Jerusalem’s  Old  City  and 
visiting  some  of  the  local  shops  that 
sold  coins  and  antiquities.  (They  are 
almost  all  gone  now  . . . but  that’s 
another  story  ...). 

At  one  shop  I stopped  for  the 
obligatory  Turkish  coffee  and  chat 
with  an  old  friend.  The  proprietor 
had  no  coins  of  special  interest  on 
that  day,  but  as  we  chatted  one  of 
the  local  Arabs  from  a nearby  town 
came  into  the  shop  with  three  bronze 
rings  for  sale.  1 did  not  pay  a lot  of 
attention  to  them,  I think  he  asked 
around  $20,  and  I ended  up  paying 
half  of  that.  I did  not  think  they  were 
especially  interesting,  but,  after  all 
I was  in  Jerusalem  and  the  sport  is 
to  buy,  buy,  buy!  So  I bought  them 
and  dropped  them  into  one  of  the 
many  pockets  of  my  original  Banana 
Republic  photographer’s  vest  (no 
longer  available  ...  shame  on  Ba- 
nana Republic!). 

It  was  some  time  later  that  I 
looked  at  the  rings.  One  of  them 
was  of  major  significance,  and  it  has 
been  in  my  collection  for  all  these 
years.  1 figured  it  was  about  time 


to  share  it.  It  is  obviously  a Jewish 
ring  from  the  time  of  the  Jewish  War 
against  Rome.  And  the  design  on  the 
ring,  while  not  manufactured  as  pre- 
cisely as  the  dies  for  the  coins,  is  the 
exact  same  motif  discussed  above  . . . 
a palm  tree  flanked  by  two  baskets. 

T 

I his  ring  was  clearly  meant 
JL  to  copy  the  coin,  and  one 
could  quite  easily  speculate  that  it 
was  a pilgrim’s  souvenir,  purchased 
during  a pilgrimage  to  Jerusa- 
lem, prior  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Temple,  and  worn  proudly.  Both  the 
coin  and  this  unique  ring  underline 
the  importance  of  the  offering  of  the 
first  fruits  to  the  Jerusalem  Temple. 
They  were  placed  at  the  altar  and 
were  later  distributed  among  the 
priests. 

Paul  Romanoff  talks  about  such 
pilgrimages:  “the  bringing  of  fruits 
to  the  Temple  had  long  been  in 
practice,  and  it  continued  till  the  last 
days  of  the  Temple.  A vivid  descrip- 
tion of  the  procession  bearing  the 
first  fruits  is  recorded  in  the  Mish- 
na.”  I have  excerpted  that  passage 
here  (M.  Bikk.  3.2-8): 

Continued 
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ANCIENT  TEMPLE  KEY  FAITH  ANCHOR 


warn 


Continued 

“All  the  people  of  the  towns  and 
villages,  with  their  fruits  gather  in 
the  leading  town  of  the  district  and 
camp  in  the  open  places  ...  In  the 
morning  the  deputy  calls  ‘Arise,  let 
us  go  up  to  Zion,  to  the  House  of  our 
Lord.’ ...  When  they  near  Jerusalem, 
they  send  out  messengers  announc- 
ing their  coming  . . . The  artisans 
of  Jerusalem  stand  along  the  road 
greeting  them:  ‘Brethren,  people  of 
that  and  that  place,  we  greet  you.’ 

The  flutists  precede,  playing  until 
they  reach  the  Temple  ground.  Then 
each  in  procession  takes  a basket  on 
his  shoulder  and  marches  until  he 
reaches  the  Inner  Court ...  On  top 
of  the  baskets  were  placed  pigeons 
to  be  sacrificed,  and  the  fruits  were 
given  to  the  priest.  While  the  bas- 
kets are  still  on  their  shoulders,  the 
people  recite  two  verses  from  Deu- 
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teronomy  26:3-4,  then  they  lower 
the  baskets  and  hold  onto  the  brims, 
while  the  priests  put  their  hands 
under  the  baskets  and  lift  them  up  a 
little,  and  recite  from  verse  5 to  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  Then  the  pilgrims 
placed  the  baskets  near  the  altar, 
and  bowing,  departed  . . . Both  the 
baskets  and  the  fruits  are  given  to 
the  priests.” 

Romanoff  further  notes  that  the 
palm  tree  design  on  the  coin  “rep- 
resents the  finest  and  most  useful 
tree,  one  of  the  seven  choicest  plants 
of  Palestine.  The  dates  also  sig- 
nify honey,  a biblical  metaphor  for 
bounty.  Thus  . . . this  coin  symbol- 
izes abundance  and  plenty.”  nu 

Courtesy  David  Hendin,  © 2002  by 
David  Hendin,  all  rights  reserved.  If 
you  want  to  know  more  about  David 
Hendin,  you  are  invited  to  visit  his 
website,  amphoracoins.com. 


A.I.N.A. 

Marketplace 

The  numismatic  dealers,  companies  and  organizations  listed  below 
support  AINA  and  we  encourage  our  members  to  use  their  services. 
Please  mention  that  you  saw  their  ad  in  The  Shekel  when  you  contact 
them.  If  your  company  would  like  to  support  AINA  and  get  new  cli- 
ents, the  cost  for  a Marketplace  ad  is  only  $200  per  year.  The  cost  for 
a full-page  ad  is  just  $750  per  year.  Your  ad  will  be  seen  by  more  than 
1 ,000  readers  six  times  per  year.  Contact  Mel  Wacks  at  (8 1 8)  225- 1 348 
or  send  an  e-mail  to:  ainapresident@gmail.com. 

The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a remarkably  low  cost.  They  are  the 
official  minter  for  AINA  and  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Contact  Vince  Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800) 
544-6135  and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of 
AINA  to  get  a special  deal. 


CULTURAL 

CHANGE 

II  WISH,  CHRISTIAN. 
AND  ISLAMIC  COINS  OP 
THE  HOLY  LAND 

David  Hendin 


CULTURAL  CHANGE:  American 

Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Numismatic 
Coins  of  the  Holy  Land  Society 

by  David  Hendin 

isbn-io:  0-89722-319-5 
iSBN-13:  978-0-89722-319-5 

(2011)  6x9  INCHES,  SOFTCOVER.  128  PAGES 
FULL  COLOR  ILLUSTRATIONS  THROUGHOUT 

RETAIL  PRICE:  US  $40  / ANS  MEMBERS  $28  / PLUS  SHIPPING  & HANDLING 

Cultural  Change:  Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Coins 
of  the  Holy  Land  is  a full  color  catalogue  of  the  coins 
featured  in  the  ANS’  acclaimed  temporary  exhibit  of 
the  same  name.  All  coins  are  illustrated  in  full  color, 
with  explanatory  text,  illustrations  of  related  material, 
maps  and  family-trees.  The  volume  serves  as  the  ideal 
introduction  to  the  coinage  of  the  Holy  Land,  as  well  as 
roviding  a history  of  the  region  from  the  4th  century 
C to  Crusader  times,  illustrated  by  the  coinage  that 
was  produced  there.  As  such,  it  contains  some  of  the 
earliest  Jewish  coins,  as  well  as  the  earliest  to  bear  overtly 
Christian  symbolism. 


Society 


The  coins  contained  in  this  exhibit  are  often  the  finest  examples  of  their  kind  in  existence,  and 
the  text  has  been  written  by  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  the  field,  so  the  resulting  volume  is 
as  attractive  to  look  at  as  it  is  informative. 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/CulturalChange 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  117 


75  Varick  St.,  fl.  n 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 
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David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 
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GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  • (800)  978-2646  • Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  8OI6O-O785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 

www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available  to  members, 
and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA.  TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor 
the  Ben  Odesser  Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  ‘The  Shekel.”  Dues 
are  $25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U.S.)  Send  to  TAMS,  % Mark  Lighter- 
man, 5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  No.  408,  Sanford,  FL  32771 . 


I am  offering  for  sale  part  of  my  medal  collec- 
tion related  to  the  Holocaust,  These  medals  are 
struck  and  cast  in  bronze,  privately  issued  from 
many  European  countires.  If  interested  please 
contact  Sev  at  520-790-9599  or  e-mail  Jaml442@ 
aolcom. 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


works  or  \kr 


UOVGHTON 


Houghton 

Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1 994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  36 1 pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


IDNDON 

I MURSIMY  k | >| « | MIHK  I 


2 

( HRisnrs 


Herzl  Passport 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 
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Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 

(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)-3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBERS  of:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


Amsterdam’s 
synagogue 
anniversary  medals 


The  Ashkenazi  community  held  its  first  services 
in  1635  though  it  technically  became  an  indepen- 
dent (ethnic)  Jewish  community  in  1639,  and  only 
established  its  first  Synagogue  in  1671.  In  time  the 
community  established  three  more  major  Synagogues 
in  Amsterdam  and  all  four  were  built  as  a complex  of 
four  structures  - the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Europe. 


A 

M mmsterdam  has  long 
been  a haven  for  Jews  fleeing 
from  other  parts  of  Europe  and 
Asia. 

As  Alex  Ben-Arieh  of  the 
online  Tel  Aviv  numismatic 
and  exonumismatic  shop 
notes,  “although  Jews  lived 
in  Amsterdam  since  the  15th 
century,  these  were  primarily 
“Sephardic”  Jews  (of  Iberian 
origin,  escaping  the  [Spanish] 
Inquistion);  “Ashkenazi  (East 
European  Jews  began  arriving 
in  the  1600s  as  a result  of  upheavals  in 
Eastern  Europe.” 

The  two  built  their  own  communi- 
ties and  their  own  synagogues  for 
worship. 

The  route  to  Amsterdam  for  both 
groups  - although  from  different 
directions  - was  similar  in  the  need 
to  find  haven.  The  king  and  queen  of 
Spain  expelled  Spanish  Jews  in  1492, 
the  same  year  they  supported  a major 


expedition  of  exploration.  Many  Span- 
ish Jews  fled  to  Portugal;  where  in  1496 
many  were  forcibly  baptized. 

Thrown  out  of  one  country,  pushed 
out  of  another,  the  Sephardim  sought 
a more  tolerant  society.  But  even  with 
the  discovery  of  a more  accepting  soci- 
ety in  Amsterdam  in  the  early  days  of 
community  establishment,  many  of  the 
first  arrivals,  the  Sephardic  Jews,  had  to 

Continued 
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Images  courtesy  www.historama.com 
The  350th  anniversary  of  Ashkenazi  services  in  Amsterdam  was  commemorated  by  a medal  depicting  the 
“New  Synagogue,  ” which  was  built  in  1 730.  This  historic  medal  is  40.5  mm  and  weighs  35.55  gm;  it  was 


recently  offered  on  historama.com  for  1 75  euros. 
Continued 

live  undercover,  showing  the  external 
pretense  or  actual  reality  of  a conver- 
sion to  Christianity  just  to  survive.  But 
also  from  the  first  days,  in  the  privacy 
of  homes,  the  continuation  of  the  faith 
sparked  the  early  roots  of  multiple  later 
synagogues. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  arrivals  of 
Jews  in  the  Dutch  Republic,  that  nation 
was  at  war  with  Spain.  To  avoid  being 
identified  with  the  enemy  of  the  Dutch 
Republic,  many  Sephardic  Jews  identi- 
fied themselves  as  Portuguese  Jews, 
according  to  The  Jewish  Community 
Center  of  Amsterdam. 

Although  records  show  that  Sep- 
hardic Jews  met,  likely  for  the  first 
time  for  worship,  on  Atonement  Day 
in  1596  in  a private  home,  the  first 
Sephardic  synagogue  in  Amsterdam, 
the  Esnoga,  was  not  formally  inaugu- 
rated until  almost  a century  later,  on  10 
Menachem  5435  (Aug.  2,  1675). 

By  1795,  almost  10  percent  of  the 

Continued 


The  above  medal,  issued  in  1875,  commemorated 
the  200!u  anniversary  of  Amsterdam  s Portuguese 
Synagogue,  built  by  the  Sephardi  community.  De- 
signed by  J.D.  Postumus.  35.5  mm,  23. 75  gm;  it  was 
recently  offered  on  historama.com  for  900  euros. 
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Iberian,  East  European  roots  deep 


The  first  Ashkenazi  synagogue 
predated  the  Esnoga  by  four  years 
and  was  consecrated  on  the  first  day 
of  Passover,  5431  (1671),  according  to 
The  Jewish  Encyclopedia. 

This  “grand  synagogue”  eventually 
incorporated  four  separate  synagogues, 
each  with  its  own  congregation. raj 


Above:  A 1721  engraving  by  Bernard 
Picart  of  the  dedication  of  the  Portuguese 
Synagogue  in  1675.  The  flight  of  Jews 
from  the  Spanish  Inquisition  and  from 
Eastern  Europe  to  the  Netherlands  made 
Amsterdam  one  of  Europe’s  great  centers 
of  Jewish  life  in  the  1 7th  century. 

At  right,  the  Israel  Mint's  current  “ Min- 
iature Synagogue  ” in  pewter,  honoring 
Amsterdam  s Portuguese  Synagogue. 


Continued 

population  of  Amsterdam  was  Jew- 
ish, some  20,052  out  of  217,024. 

Many  helped  build  the  city  into 
a global  financial  and  economic 
powerhouse. 

Their  numbers  were  split  between 
Sephardim  and  Askenazim,  with  a 
greater  number  of  Ashkenazim. 

To  support  the  growing  and  diverse 
Askenazi  community,  a number  of 
synagogues  were  built. 
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Louis  zahn: 

Self-made  mogul 


By  the  mid-1960s,  this 
Chicago  immigrant  had 
grown  a single  outlet  into 
a supplier  to  1,400  stores. 


A medal  commemorating  the  Inauguration  of 
U.S.  President  John  F.  Kennedy.  The  portrait, 
in  a style  popular  with  medallic  artists  creating 
one  of  the  countless  medals  honoring  Kennedy, 
could  have  been  a template  for  the  medal  given 
to  Louis  Zahn  by  the  Jewish  National  Fund. 

Not  everyone  gets  their  obituary 
published  in  The  New  York  Times. 
You  have  to  be  someone  famous,  like 
a big  movie  star  or  very  accomplished 
medical  researcher;  or  someone  infamous 
like  a bad  politician  or  the  evil  genius 
behind  a new  Ponzi  scheme. 

There  is  one  other  class  though,  that 
routinely  makes  it  into  The  Times''  obits: 
the  self-made  success  story. 

Such  a man  was  Louis  Zahn,  who  built 
a multi-million  dollar  pharmaceutical 
company  from  a $225  investment. 

Bom  in  Konigsberg,  Germany,  (now 
Kaliningrad,  Russia)  on  Sept.  24,  1909, 
the  infant  Zahn  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents  a year  later. 

Childhood  was  a series  of  moves  for 
young  Louis  as  the  family  sought  footing 
in  Detroit,  Houston  and  Denver  before  fi- 
nally settling  into  the  sprawling  yet  warm 
embrace  of  South  Side  Chicago. 


A fertile  environment  for  entrepreneurs 
suited  Louis  well.  With  $225  in  borrowed 
cash,  and  $ 1 ,000  in  merchandise  on 
credit,  he  set  up  the  Zahn  Drug  Com- 
pany in  193 1 . The  store  opened,  initially 
stocking  just  20  items.  Zahn  used  the 
bedroom  of  his  apartment  as  a warehouse 
for  the  soon-to-be  rapidly  growing  stock, 
as  Zahn’s  business  acumen  grew  the 
company  exponentially. 

The  company  focused  on  wholesale 
supplying  of  outlying  regional  drug 
stores,  and  that  proved  to  be  a key  to 
success. 

By  the  mid- 1 960s,  Zahn  Drug  Compa- 
ny employed  2,000  and  had  annual  sales 
of  $57  million.  By  the  time  of  his  death 
from  cancer  on  Aug.  21,1 977,  Zahn 
Drug  Company  served  more  than  1 ,400 
retail  drugstores  in  three  states  - a huge 
range  in  the  era  before  mega-box  stores 

Continued 
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In  1 964,  the  Jewish  National  Fund  awarded  Louis  Zahn  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Peace  Award. 


Continued 

transformed  the  global  economy. 

Zahn  made  millions  and  gave  away 
just  as  much.  His  philanthropy  was 
so  well-known  early  on  that  famed  Chi- 
cago newspaper  columnist  Irv  Kupcinet 
( 1 9 1 2 to  2003)  signed  up  Zahn  to  support 
the  inaugural  “Purple  Heart  Cruise”  to 
honor  recovering  U.S.  military  veterans 
in  1946. 

In  Kupcinet’s  1962  book  “Kup’s  Chi- 
cago,” he  lists  drug  magnate  Lou  Zahn 


along  with  dozens  of  other  local  business- 
men who  had  donated  food,  beverages, 
desserts,  books,  records  and  more. 

Zahn  was  elected  to  the  Oak  Park 
(Illinois)  Hall  of  Fame,  a select  group 
whose  charter  members  include  Edgar 
Rice  Burroughs,  Ernest  Hemingway,  Ray 
Kroc  and  Frank  Lloyd  Wright. 

In  1964,  the  Jewish  National  Fund 
awarded  Louis  Zahn  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Peace  Award,  which  included  the  medal 
shown  here,  mi 


POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 
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AIZENBERG 

OftD  BY  ALAN  OCRSHOWIT2 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  ot 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 
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By  Saul  B.  Needleman,  Ph.D. 


olumes  have  been  written 
about  the  life  and  adventures 
of  Christopher  Columbus,  but 
who  really  was  he? 

Was  he  a hero  in  preserving  the  lives 
of  his  parents  and  his  siblings  through 
his  entanglements  with  the  royal  houses 
of  Italy,  Spain  and  France? 

Was  he  a hero  because  of  his  efforts 
in  promoting  his  ideas  about  a western 
route  to  the  Far  East?  Did  he  actually 
achieve  any  of  the  objectives  he  had  in 


mind? 

Let’s  explore  some  of  the  events  that 
took  place  in  his  life  and  decide  what 
his  status  was  or  should  be. 

The  commonly  accepted  story  of 
Columbus’  origin  is  that  he  was  bom 
in  Genoa,  Italy,  in  the  year  1451.  His 
family  supposedly  was  poor,  but  at  the 
same  time,  illustrious.  It  is  said  that 
Columbus  followed  his  father  in  the 
weaving  trade  and  served,  for  several 

Continued 
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Photo  courtesy  Heritage  Auctions 
At  right:  Augustus  Saint  Gaudens 
created  this  side  of  an  1892  medal 
for  the  World  Columbia  Exposition. 
The  explorer's  arrival  in  the  New 
World  is  classically  heroic.  Re- 
searcher Nathan  R.  Eglit  estimated 
more  than  600  medals  were  issued  in 
conjunction  with  the  expo. 

Photo  courtesy  Me!  Wacks 
Opposite  page:  Another  famed  sculp- 
tor, Paul  Vincze,  created  this  1992 
medal  for  the  Jewish- American  Hall 
of  Fame,  depicting  Columbus  and  his 
interpreter  Luis  de  Torres  (who  was 
Jewish)  meeting  the  natives. 


Continued 

years,  as  an  apprentice  at  sea. 

My  wife  and  I had  occasion  to  visit 
the  supposed  site  of  Columbus’  birth  in 
Genoa.  Virtually  nothing  remains  of  the 
house  in  which  he  is  said  to  have  lived 
in.  All  that  remains  is  the  foundation 
line  to  mark  the  site.  There  was  a sign 
nearby  which  identified  the  site  as  be- 
ing where  Columbus  was  bom,  but  no 
other  information  was  given  to  indicate 
the  site  as  actually  having  been  related 
to  the  birth  home  of  Columbus. 

The  home’s  foundation  encloses  an 
area  slightly  larger  than  a good-sized 
living  from  one  of  today’s  “McMan- 
sion”  residences.  An  interesting  feature 
is  that  the  foundation  site  is  overlaid 
diagonally  by  the  foundation  and  part 
of  the  structure  of  another  building, 
perhaps  twice  as  large,  with  no  identi- 
fication at  all  to  indicate  what  the  rela- 
tionship is  or  might  have  been  between 
the  two  overlaid  sites. 

It  is  easy  to  suggest  that  at  some 


point  the  Colon  family  (Columbus’ 
actual  surname)  left  or  was  driven  out 
of  the  area,  moving  to  another  site,  but 
no  explanations  are  provided  to  clarify 
the  ownership  of  the  second  house  or 
to  expand  on  the  possibility  that  the 
second  foundation  had  anything  to  do 
with  Columbus.  At  least,  the  city  of 
Genoa  was  not  laying  any  claim  to  the 
foundations  being  the  actual  site  of  this 
historic  event. 

On  the  way  up  the  hilly  street  toward 
the  “historic”  site,  I asked  a couple 
of  local  residents  if  we  were  heading 
in  the  right  direction  for  Columbus’ 
house.  They  stared  off  into  space  for 
a moment,  then  answered  “Oh,  yes. 

Just  continue  up  the  street.”  These  was 
no  sense  of  pride  in  having  the  home 
of  such  an  important  historic  figure 
in  their  city.  It  was  as  if  Genoa  was 
willing  to  let  visitors  think  what  they 
wanted,  but  without  providing  any 
visible  evidence  to  support  their  claim 

Continued 
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Few  real  coins  issued  for400th 


Few  nations  issued  coins  in  1892  to  mark  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Colum- 
bus in  the  New  World.  More  nations  issued  coins  honoring  Columbus  in  the  20th  century, 
including  this  gold  $250  coin  in  1989 from  the  Commonwealth  of  the  Bahamas. 


Continued 

to  fame  for  being  the  home  to  such  a 
famous  historic  location. 

In  his  writings,  Columbus  does 
not  lay  claim  to  where  he  was 
bom.  He  mentions  a number  of 
towns  for  a number  of  reasons,  but  fails 
to  identify  any  as  his  actual  birthplace. 

In  the  town  of  Pontevedra  in  Liguria, 
Italy,  there  is  better  evidence  for  that 
town  being  the  actual  place  of  birth. 

But  again,  there  is  only  minimal  proof. 
Here,  one  can  find  actual  indications  of 
Columbus  as  being  the  son  of  Galician 
parents  who  migrated  to  Pontevedra. 

There  also  exists  some  evidence  that 
places  the  birth  of  Columbus  in  Ara- 
gon, in  Spain,  again  as  being  the  son  of 
converted  Jews. 

Without  attempting  to  further  resolve 
the  question  of  where  he  was  bom,  let 
me  refer  to  some  records  from  Ponte- 
vedra which  suggest  that,  among  the 
names  of  Conversion  families  of  the 


time,  one  finds  reference  to  Domingo 
Colon  and  Suzanna  Fonterosa,  husband 
and  wife,  as  the  parents  of  Bartolome, 
Diego  and  Cristobal.  The  father  sold 
maps  to  local  sailors  and  his  sons 
joined  him  in  that  business. 

There  are  other  towns  which  claim  to 
be  the  birth  place  of  Columbus.  What 
confuses  the  issue  still  more  is  the  fact 
that  suggests  the  family  might  have 
been  of  Spanish  derivation;  the  name 
Colon  was  widespread  through  the 
Latin  countries,  Spain  and  Italy,  and 
later,  even  in  other  non-Latin  countries. 

The  next  question  one  may  ask  is 
whether  or  not  the  Columbus  ever  was 
Jewish.  The  best  evidence  suggests  the 
Colon  family  members  were  forcibly 
converted  Jews.  Whether  the  parental 
conversion  occurred  before  or  after 
Cristobal  was  born,  there  is  no  question 
that  he  underwent  conversion  through 
belief  or  not,  or  more  likely,  to  enhance 

Continued 
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BUT  600+  MEDALS  HONOR  400TH 


Images  courtesy  Stacks  Bowers  Galleries. 

One  of  the  most  spectacular  medals  issued  for  the  1892  exposition  was  a 70-millimeter,  9.907  troy 
ounce  (308.13  gram)  gold  medal  created  by  noted  Spanish  artist  Bartolome  Maura  y Montaner.  The 
obverse,  at  left  above,  shows  Columbus  on  the  deck  of  one  of  his  three  ships,  a figure  of strength 
leading  his  exhausted  crew.  On  the  reverse,  Columbus  approaches  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isa- 
bel on  his  return,  an  Arawak  Indian  with  parrot  in  the  background.  This  particular  specimen  sold 
for  $27,600  (including  buyer’s  fee)  in  a January  2012  Stacks  Bowers  Galleries  auction. 


Continued 

his  ability  to  gain  the  men,  ships  and 
equipment  needed  for  explorations. 

Perhaps  more  urgently,  the  ruse  of 
conversion  covered  fear  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion and  hid  his  Jewish  descent.  Chief 
among  the  evils  of  the  Inquisitors  was 
Torquemada,  who  himself  was  reported 
to  be  a Converso. 

A number  of  letters  and  other 
documents  exist  in  which 
Columbus  associates  him- 
self with  David,  king  of  Jerusalem,  and 
states  that  he  is  a “servant  of  that  same 
Lord  who  raised  David”  to  his  fame. 

He  hoped  that  his  parents  would  not  be 
well-known  so  that  they  could  “pre- 
serve their  skins.” 

In  later  years,  Columbus  attributed 
his  troubles  as  Governor  of  certain 


Caribbean  islands  because  he  was 
harassed  by  “wicked  Christians”  and  by 
native  Indians.  He  complained  of  the 
arrival  at  his  home  in  Santo  Domingo, 
and  of  a representative  of  the  Span- 
ish Crown  who  took  over  everything 
Columbus  owned  as  if  he  had  no  right 
whatever  he  earned  or  accumulated  as 
Governor. 

The  royal  emissary  too  all  of  Colum- 
bus’ credentials  and  appointment  docu- 
ments and  acted  as  “the  just  and  honest 
Inquisitor!”  he  wrote. 

Now  there  arises  the  question  of 
why  Columbus  selected  Spain  as  the 
place  to  secure  the  exploration  funds  he 
needed.  Columbus  knew  man  influ- 
ential Jews  in  Portugal,  but  never  was 
able  to  get  them  to  influence  the  king 
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U.S.  ISSUED  COINS  IN  1892  AND  1893 


The  United  States  issued  commemorative  coinage  for  the  1892-1893  World’s  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion, including  an  1892  half  dollar,  above,  and  an  1893  quarter  dollar  depicting  Queen  Isabella. 


Continued 

of  Portugal  in  setting  up  his  search  for 
a route  to  the  Far  East  Indies.  Hence, 
Columbus  turned  to  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  Now,  the  influential  Jews  of 
gave  him  their  utmost  support.  Yet  the 
journey  remained  in  doubt.  As  the  fu- 
ture appeared  hopeless,  Columbus  was 
prepared  to  turn  to  the  French  royal 
house  to  fund  his  mission  to  the  far  side 
of  the  earth. 

At  the  last  moment,  Queen  Isabella 
agreed  to  hear  his  plans.  It  is  commonly 
held  that  the  Queen  pawned  her  jewelry 
to  raise  the  funds  needed  for  Columbus’ 
voyage.  She  actually  had  pawned  her 
jewelry  to  pay  for  a number  of  military 
sorties. 

It  fell  to  a good  friend  of  Colum- 
bus, Luis  de  Santangel,  comptrol- 
ler-general to  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella and  a converted  Jew,  to  provide 
the  funds  for  his  planned  explorations. 
Santangel ’s  original  account  books 


still  exist  and  are  preserved  in  Seville  at 
the  Archivo  de  Indias. 

Columbus  also  was  aided  by  Don 
Isaac  Abravanel  who  became  treasurer 
of  King  Alfonso  V of  Portugal,  though 
retaining  his  religion.  He,  too,  contrib- 
uted funs  to  finance  Columbus’  travels, 
and  later  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
Italy. 

Columbus  and  his  crew  apparently 
were  well  received  in  the  West  Indies, 
that  is,  until  Ferdinand’s  representatives 
arrived  to  gamer  their  own  share  of  the 
gold  and  other  treasures  of  the  indig- 
enous native  population.  Ferdinand’s 
representatives  engaged  in  unfriendly 
acts  toward  the  natives  which  led  to  the 
troubles  that  later  befell  Columbus. 

The  greed  of  Ferdinand  and  his 
Christian  advisors  for  the  immediate 
wealth  they  were  able  to  accumulate 
had  only  one  point  of  blockage.  Within 
a short  time,  Columbus,  though  a 

Continued 
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20th  century  coins  INCLUDE  2 EURO 


Left:  In  2006,  San  Marino  issued  a ringed 
bimetallic  2 euro  coin  to  commemorate  the 
500th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Columbus. 

The  three  caravels  - the  Nina,  the  Pinta  and  the 
Santa  Maria  are  to  the  right  of  the  explorer. 

Below:  A Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame  medal 
issued  in  1986,  designed  by  Paul  Vincze,  com- 
memorated those  who  helped  make  the  historic 
voyage  possible  - Don  Isaac  A bravanel,  Luis  de 
Sant  angel  and  Abraham  Zacuto  - and  the  first 
meeting  of  Columbus  with  King  Ferdinand  and 
Queen  Isabella. 


Continued 

convert,  was  relieved  of  his  rank  and 
was  blamed  for  all  the  disruptions  that 
began  as  the  king’s  representatives  took 
control  of  the  recently  established  West 
Indies  colonies  from  Columbus. 

Columbus  returned  to  Spain  in  dis- 
grace. This  ended  his  role  as  an  explor- 
er in  the  New  World  and,  of  course,  de- 
stroyed the  possibility  of  ever  attaining 
his  original  quest  - discovery  of  a route 
to  the  Far  Eat  by  sailing  westward  from 
Europe  rather  than  eastward  around 
southern  Africa. 


Now  we  must  investigate  the  ques- 
tion of  the  importance  of  Columbus 
based  on  numismatic  evidence.  While 
not  directly  his  fault,  he  failed  in  his 
initial  goal  of  finding  a new  route  to  the 
Far  East,  and  he  did  not  really  “discov- 
er” the  New  World.  It  had  been  vis- 
ited by  Scandinavian  explorers  much 
earlier.  So  what  recognition  is  given 
Columbus  at  this  late  date? 

Of  course,  there  is  Columbus  Day 
(Oct.  12),  which  has  become  more  of 
an  excuse  for  a day  out  of  school  or  a 

Continued 
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DRAMATIC  DESIGNS  ON  MEDALS 


Images  courtesy  Heritage  Auctions 

An  1892  medal  commissioned  by  the  Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Co.  of  New  York  City  and  struck  by  the 
Royal  Mint  of  Sweden  carries  a highly  detailed  portrait  of  Columbus.  All  portraits  are,  of  course, 
imagined  as  no  real-life  portrait  is  known.  The  reverse  of  the  51  mm  bronze  medal  carries  an  im- 
age of  Columbus  landing  with  sword  and  flag  and  meeting  two  natives,  one  in  classical  repose. 


Continued 

day  off  work.  Perhaps  of  more  impor- 
tance was  Chicago’s  World  Columbian 
Exposition  of  1 892  which  did  result 
in  the  issuance  of  a variety  of  Colum- 
bus medals  by  the  United  States  Mint 
honoring  the  400th  anniversary  of  the 
“discovery”  of  America.  The  most 
frequent  theme  of  these  show  Colum- 
bus standing  on  the  shore  of  the  New 
World,  holding  a flag  of  Spain  and 
laying  claim  to  the  land  in  the  name  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella.  In  the  back- 
ground are  the  three  ships  - the  Nina, 
the  Pinta  and  the  Santa  Maria. 

The  U.S.  Mint  also  released  the  1 892 
silver  quarter-dollar  of  Isabella  and  the 
1 893  silver  half-dollar  of  Columbus. 

In  Europe,  only  Spain  and  Italy 
issued  coinage  commemorating  the 
400th  anniversary.  Both  are  four-coin 


series  with  each  coin  depicting  scenes 
associated  with  the  landing  of  Colum- 
bus on  North  American  soil. 

Despite  the  large  number  of  medals 
reportedly  struck  for  the  400th  anniver- 
sary, the  actual  coinage  output  is  hardly 
what  I would  call  a numismatic  recog- 
nition of  what  Columbus  accomplished 
in  spite  of  the  overwhelming  odds  he 
faced  from  beginning  to  end.  nu 
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Did  Columbus  sign  letters 

WITH  A HIDDEN  JEWISH  CODE ? 


Images  courtesy  Met  Wacks. 

A 40  millimeter  bronze  medal  issued  privately  c.  1 990  by  John  Mann , of  Balboa,  Panama,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Columbus  Quincentenaiy  celebration  in  1 992. 


By  Mel  Wacks 


Columbus  is  a figure  of  much  mystery. 
He  signed  letters  Colombo,  Colomo, 
Colom  or  Colon — but  never  Columbus. 

He  was  probably  bom  in  Genoa,  Italy— 
but  he  never  wrote  in  Italian.  His  corre- 
spondence was  always  in  Spanish — even 
before  he  ever  came  to  Spain.  And  the 
common  form  of  his  signature  was  in 
code:  -S-S-A-S-XMY. 

One  interpretation  is  the  Latin  “Servis 
Sum  Altissimi  Salvatoris  Xriste  Maria 
Yeshu”  (Servant  I am  of  the  Most  Exalted 
Savior  Christ,  Mary,  Joseph).  On  the  other 
hand,  some  scholars  have  hypothesized 
a Hebrew  reading  of “Shaday  Shaday 
Adonai  Shaday  Chesed  Moleh  Yeho- 
vah”  (Lord,  Lord  God  Lord,  God  Gives 
Mercy). 

And  in  1990,  John  Mann  published 
“For  God’s  Eyes  Only,  The  Secret  Pact 


of  Christopher  Columbus,”  in  which  he 
detennined  that  the  signature  was  a code 
for  the  Star  of  David! 

Mann  places  great  importance  on 
Columbus’  instruction  to  his  son  Diego  in 
his  will,  stating  that  his  heirs  continue  “to 
sign  with  my  signature,  of  which  now  is 
my  habit,  which  is  ‘X’  with  ‘S’  above  it, 
and  ‘M’  with  a Roman  ‘A’  above,  with  ‘S’ 
above  it,  then  a Greek  ‘Y’  and  ‘S’  above 
with  its  rayas,  dashes  and  virgulas,  dots, 
as  I do  now;  and  that  will  appear  as  my 
signature  of  which  they  will  find  many 
that  are  the  same.” 

And  so,  after  Mann  connects  the  dots, 

a Star  of  David  emerges!  Whether  this  is 

scientific  or  fanciful  we  do  not  know — but 

we  do  know  that  Columbus’  signature, 

like  his  background,  is  a riddle  wrapped  in 

a mystery  inside  an  enigma,  nu 
33 


Joseph  Pulitzer: 

New  research  indicates  both  parents 
of  legendary  journalist  were  Jewish 

By  Andrew  Perala 


Contrary  to  many  biographies 
and  popular  belief,  recent 
research  has  revealed  evidence  the 
parents  of  eminent  journalist  and 
newspaper  owner  Joseph  Pulitzer 
were  both  Jewish. 

Previously,  nearly  all  modern 
accounts  of  the  life  and  accomplish- 
ments of  Pulitzer  (1847  to  1911) 
repeated  a long-held  perception: 
Pulitzer’s  father  Philip  Pulitzer  was 
Jewish,  but  his  mother  Louise  (or 
Elize)  Berger  was  a Roman  Catholic 
Austro-German. 

But  recent  extensive  research  in 
Hungarian-Jewish  archival  docu- 
ments, some  extending  back  several 
hundred  years,  has  revealed  conclu- 
sively that  both  of  Pulitzer’s  parents 
were  Jewish,  a fact  he  neither  con- 
firmed nor  denied  in  his  lifetime. 

Why  did  Pulitzer  evade  his 
heritage.  The  answer,  like  the  man 
himself,  appears  to  be  more  complex 
than  initial  impressions. 

Bom  in  Mako  Elungary  in  1848, 
Pulitzer  met  a U.S.  Army  recruiter  in 
Hamburg,  Germany  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  signed  up  apparently  on  the 
spot  to  fight  for  the  Blue  uniform. 
This  story  is,  in  itself,  a little  known 
aspect  of  the  U.S.  Civil  War  - the 
recruitment  of  foreign  nationals  as 
mercenary  soldiers. 


Images  courtesy  Mel  Wacks 
A silver  medal  issued  during  the  U.S. 
bicentennial  celebrates  Joseph  Pulitzer  as 
a prominent  Jewish- American. 

Pulitzer’s  own  family  background 
and  the  recent  history  of  Hungary 
likely  contributed  to  his  willingness 
to  take  up  arms  for  what  he  consid- 

Continued 
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Pulitzer  created  modern  paper 


Joseph  Pulitzer  gave  $2  million  to 
Columbia  University  in  New  York  City > 
to  create  a school  of  journalism.  In 
19/7,  the  Columbia  Journalism  School 
established  the  Pulitzer  Prizes,  an 
American  award  now  viewed  as  the 
highest  national  honor  in  three  areas: 
print  journalism,  literary  achievements 
and  musical  composition. 

The  Pulitzer  Prize  Gold  Medal  for 
Public  Service  is  the  top  award  in 
print  journalism  and  is  granted  only 
to  newspapers.  At  right,  top,  a bust  of 
Benjamin  Franklin  on  the  obverse  with 
the  inscription  of  that  year’s  winner  of 
the  award.  At  right  below,  the  reverse 
with  a pressman  printing  on  paper  by 
hand.  This  is  a bronze  duplicate  med- 
al, with  the  date  and  newspaper  name 
properly  inscribed,  that  was  given  to 
all  members  of  the  team  that  won  the 
1989  Pulitzer  Gold  Medal  for  Public 
Service.  The  editor  of  this  magazine 
was  a reporter  on  that  team. 

Images  courtesy  Andrew  Pera/a 

Continued 

ered  a just  cause. 

In  1848,  Hungary  was  in  the 
throes  of  its  own  civil  war.  The 
progressive  journalist  Louis  Kos- 
suth was  a leader  in  the  Hungar- 
ian uprising.  His  willingness  to 
fight  for  the  cause  of  Hungarian 
freedom  propelled  the  nation’s  many 
ethnic  minorities,  including  Jews,  to 
join  the  battle. 

As  reported  by  James  Palmer  in 
his  2008  ground-breaking  analysis 
of  Pulitzer’s  Eastern  European  roots, 
“Hungary’s  Jews  responded  by 
becoming  fervent  Hungarian  patriots 
...  Hungarian-Jewish  aspirations  for 


citizenship  dated  back  nearly  a cen- 
tury, and  given  the  chance  to  enjoy 
full  participation  in  Hungary’s  civic, 
social  and  cultural  life,  they  over- 
whelmingly supported  Kossuth. 

These  are  documented  facts;  Palm- 
er searched  for  and  found  additional 
Hungarian  public  records  that  de- 
tailed Pulitzer’s  family  background. 

Continued 
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FIGHTER  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  RIGHTS 

Continued 


His  article  appeared  in  the  Missouri 
History  Museum’s  2008  “Gateway” 
magazine,  Vol.  28. 

Included  in  the  background  re- 
search was  the  participation  of 
Pulitzer’s  uncles,  Simon  and  Aron 
Pulitzer  in  the  Hungarian  National 
Guard  as  soldiers  in  the  uprising.  Pu- 
litzer’s father  was  a grain  merchant 
who  rerouted  supplies  to  the  revolu- 
tionaries. 

Their  defeat  by  the  combined 
forces  of  Austria  and  Russia  crushed 
Jewish  aspirations.  As  Palmer  notes, 
“the  community  suffered  heavy 
collective  fines,  many  Jews  were 
imprisoned,  and  the  Kossuth  govern- 
ment’s emancipation  of  the  Jews  was 
revoked. 

“It  would  not  be  renewed  until 
1867.” 

Pulitzer’s  experiences  growing  up 
in  an  officially  repressive  environ- 
ment following  the  failed  civil  war 
resulted  in  a life-changing  perspec- 
tive, Palmer  maintains. 

“Pulitzer’s  childhood,  then,  was 
colored  by  two  ideas:  to  escape  the 
ghetto  and  participate  in  the  life  of 
the  nation;  and  the  necessity  of  de- 
fending civil  liberties.” 

No  doubt  Pulitzer  saw  the  War 
Between  the  States  as  an  opportunity 
to  exercise  those  two  complementary 
ideals. 

Honorably  discharged  from  the 
Union  Army  in  1 865,  Pulitzer  soon 


moved  to  St.  Louis.  There,  he  fell 
in  with  a group  of  intellectuals  who 
were  members  of  the  St.  Louis  Philo- 
sophical Society. 

As  reported  by  Palmer,  the  St.  Lou- 
is Philosophical  Society  had  forged 
its  own  uniquely  American  form  of 
Hegelian  philosophy. 

The  St.  Louis  Philosophical  So- 
ciety were  “no  ivory  tower  intel- 
lectuals,” Palmer  writes.  “[Instead] 
they  applied  Hegel’s  philosophy  to  a 
broad  spectrum  of  activist  pursuits: 
law,  education,  politics  and,  in  Pulit- 
zer’s case,  journalism. 

“American  Hegelianism,  with  its 
emphasis  on  positive  action,  galva- 
nized Pulitzer  and  provided  him  with 
a philosophical  rationale  for  leav- 
ing the  confines  of  Jewish  life  and 
plunging  into  the  mainstream”  Ger- 
manic culture  that  then  dominated  St. 
Louis  society  and  big  business. 

Palmer  further  notes  that,  as  St. 
Louis  in  1 865  “was  overwhelmingly 
German,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  the 
young  Pulitzer  assumed  a partially 
German  identity.  Leaping  headlong 
into  the  cultural  life  of  the  city,  he 
joined  German  cultural  and  political 
organizations. 

“Tellingly,  these  affiliations  disap- 
peared when  he  left  St.  Louis  for 
New  York,  where  the  mainstream 
was  not  German.” 

Pulitzer’s  first  job  in  U.S.  journal- 
ism was  at  the  German-language 
“Der  Wcstliche  Post”  of  St.  Louis. 

Continued 
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Pulitzer  fought  corruption 


REPU 
iND  ITS  PRESS 


LL  RISE  or  FA 
TOGETHER” 


UNITED  STATES  POSTAGE 


A 1947  United  States  postal  stamp  commemorated  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Joseph 
Pulitzer.  Numerous  “First  Day  of  Issue  ” cachet  postcards  and  postal  envelopes  were  designed  and 
sold.  The  3-cent  stamp  s cpiote  is  a central  tenet  of  Pulitzer  s journalism,  “Our  Republic  and  its  Press 
will  rise  or  fall  together,  ” defines  a key  responsibility’  of  the  Fourth  Estate:  making  sure  politicians 
remember  who  they  serve,  the  American  public,  and  not  their  own  interests  or  bank  accounts. 

Continued 


Little  has  been  written  about  his 
experiences  there,  but  clearly  he 
succeeded  in  writing,  editing  and 
management. 

Palmer,  and  other  biographers, 
note  that  many  of  Pulitzer’s  closest 
friends  and  colleagues  St.  Louis  were 
Jewish. 

“The  most  important  of  Pulitzer’s 
associations  with  his  Jewish  St. 
Louisans,  however,  concerns  his 
purchase  of  the  St.  Louis  Dispatch 
[newspaper],”  Palmer  writes.  “The 
moribund  Dispatch  [which  Pulit- 
zer joined  with  his  other  paper,  the 
St.  Louis  Post]  was  bankrupt  and 
saddled  with  $30,000  in  debts.  [It] 
was  sold  at  auction  on  Dec.  9,  1 878, 


to  satisfy  its  creditors.” 

Simon  J.  “Sam”  Arnold,  a fel- 
low Jew  and  Civil  War  veteran,  was 
Pulitzer’s  proxy  in  the  purchase. 
Palmer  notes  that  Arnold  worked  as  a 
clerk  in  the  business  office  of  another 
prominent  Jewish  St.  Louisan,  Meyer 
Rosenblatt,  the  city’s  Collector  of 
Revenue. 

Pulitzer  turned  the  newly  minted 
Post-Dispatch  into  a highly  profit- 
able enterprise,  with  annual  earning 
that  enable  him  to  purchase  The  New 
York  World  fox  $346,000  in  1883. 

And  it  was  in  New  York  that 
Pulitzer  established  his  own  reputa- 
tion and  the  future  of  U.S.  journalism 
with  revolutionary  ideas  in  newspa- 
per publishing. 
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Temporal  authority  challenged 


Continued 

Pulitzer  instituted  the  comics  and 
sports  sections  in  daily  newspapers, 
added  lavish  illustrations  and  had  all 
stories  written  at  a level  that  partially 
educated  laborers  could  understand 
the  issues.  Sensational  reporting  on 
murders,  public  corruption  and  fea- 
ture story  looks  into  society’s  darker 
comers  - like  sending  Nelly  Bly 
undercover  into  an  insane  asylum  - 
assured  a fast-growing  circulation. 

The  reactions  of  competitors  in 
New  York,  a city  already  known  for 
its  ruthless  analysis  of  other’s  mo- 
tives, may  have  contributed  to  Pulit- 
zer’s shying  away  from  his  heritage, 
Palmer  notes. 

Well-known  journalist  Charles 
Anderson  Dana,  from  the  World  s 
main  rival,  the  New  York  Sun , was 
relentless  in  his  anti-Semitic  excoria- 
tions of  Joseph  Pulitzer.  “ ‘Jewseph 
Pulitzer’  and  ‘Judas  Pulitzer’  were 
among  the  milder  of  the  epithets 
Pulitzer  received. 

“Dana  also  painted  Pulitzer  as 
apostate  Jew  who  had  foresworn 
Judaism  for  selfish  reasons  ...  this 
accusation  was  calculated  to  estrange 
the  World  from  its  Jewish  readers, 
who  appreciated  the  World’s  progres- 
sive editorial  stance,”  Palmer  writes. 

The  strategy  worked,  partially. 

“While  Pulitzer’s  Jewish  readership 
remained  loyal,  the  Hebrew  Stan- 
dard, in  a piece  repeatedly  reprinted 
in  the  Sun,  wrote  of  Pulitzer: 
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“He  is  a Jew  who  does  not  want  to 
be  a Jew  ...  The  man  who  will  deny 
his  race  and  religion  for  the  sake  of 
ambition,  social  standing,  or  what- 
ever motive,  will  betray  his  political 
friends,  will  betray  his  party,  if  his 
aspiration  is  served  thereby.” 

Palmer  notes  that  Pulitzer  was 
not  a practicing  Jew.  “He  observed 
no  holidays,  practiced  no  rituals, 
and  kept  no  dietary  laws.  There  is 
no  record  of  his  ever  even  entering 
a synagogue  after  immigrating  to 
America.” 

But  those  decisions  were  of  little 
concern  to  a man  who  had  chosen 
a life  of  challenging  the  institution- 
ally powerful:  “the  elected  officials 
- including  sitting  Presidents  - whom 
he  hectored,  the  oligarchs  whom  he 
hounded.  He  respected  intelligence 
and  ambition  greatly,  prestige  and 
persons  not  all,”  Palmer  writes. 

Yet,  throughout  his  life,  Pulitzer’s 
own  ideals  hewed  closely  to  those  of 
Eastern  European  Jews,  celebrating 
“the  equality  of  all  men  before  God, 
[which]  is  a central  tenet  of  Juda- 
ism” Palmer  notes.  “He  respected 
employees  who  disagreed  with  him 
and  allowed  them  liberties  - such  as 
indulging  in  profanity-laced  shouting 
matches  with  him  or  referring  to  him 
as  J.P.  or  the  ‘Old  Man.’ 

“Only  Eastern  European  Jewry’s 
wry  and  irreverent  view  of  temporal 
authority  could  have  spawned  such 
an  inveterate  and  unrelenting  gadfly 
as  Joseph  Pulitzer.”  rnj 


JEWISH  MEDALS 


AT  THE  2012 

European 

FINE  ART  FAIR 


BY  Menachem  wecker 


It’s  virtually  impossible  to  ignore  the  finan- 
cial aspects  of  TEFAF  Maastricht,  the  annual 
arts  and  antiques  fair  in  the  historic  Nether- 
lands city  about  two  hours  south  of  Amster- 
dam. From  March  16  to  25, 2012,  More  than 
250  dealers  from  nearly  20  countries  sold 
their  wares  — spanning  from  Greek  and  Ro- 


man antiquities  to  contemporary  sculptures 
— i n the  halls  of  the  Maastricht  Exhibition 
and  Congress  Centre,  whose  corridors  were 
adorned  by  nearly  65,000  tulips. 

Some  of  the  most  fascinating  displays  of 
wealth  at  TEFAF  were  small  change,  so  to 

Continued 


TSAR  MEDAL  HONORS  emancipation 


Images  courtesy  Tradart 

A silver  medal  of  1805  proclaims  gratitude  for  the  “relative  emancipation  ” of  the  Jews  in  laws 
decreed  by  Russian  Tsar  Alexander  I ( 1 80 1 to  1825). 
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speak  — or  at  least  they  used  to  be.  Tucked 
away  in  display  cases  at  booths  are  a trove 
of  coins  (used  for  currency)  and  medals 
(non-legal  tender),  that  although  less  dazzling 
than  the  wall-dominating  medieval  paint- 
ings and  life-sized  contemporary  sculptures, 
are  no  less  worthy  of  close  examination.  In 
fact,  four  medals  at  two  vendors  (Nomos 
in  Switzerland,  and  Tradart  in  Belgium  and 
Switzerland)  are  of  particular  interest  to  those 
who  are  passionate  about  Jewish  art. 

A silver  medal  representing  Tsar  Alexan- 
der I of  Russia  (1801-1 825),  labeled  “The 
Emancipation  of  Russian  Jews,”  shows  Al- 
exander on  the  front  (obverse),  wearing  the 
eight-pointed  star  of  the  Order  of  St.  Andrew, 
Russia’s  patron  saint.  The  tsar,  identified 
by  the  inscription  “Alexandra, ” is  shown 
in  profile  dressed  in  annor.  On  the  reverse 
side  of  the  medal,  the  Jewish  community 
is  personified  by  a bearded  (and  perhaps 
helmeted)  man  looking  heavenward  with  his 
hands  clasped  in  prayer — or,  as  the  vendor, 
Tradart,  describes  it,  “as  a token  of  gratitude 


to  the  tsar  for  the  laws  of  1 804  granting  Jews 
relative  emancipation.”  A Latin  inscription 
declares,  “He  freed  the  Jews  from  burden, 
February  9, 1805.” 

In  front  of  the  figure,  who  is  dressed  in 
biblical  rather  than  contemporary  garb,  is  an 
altar  of  sorts,  with  laurel  wreaths  and  a flame. 
According  to  Tradart,  the  medal  is  thought 
to  have  been  struck  outside  of  Russia,  with 
a golden  copy  presented  personally  to  Al- 
exander I.  “In  that  case,  it  would  precede  by 
many  years  any  other  issuance  by  the  Jewish 
community  of  Russia,”  according  to  the  gal- 
lery. “Knowing  that  engraver,  Paul  Merker, 
came  from  Brunswick,  it  could  substantiate 
the  claim  that  it  was  commissioned  by  the 
Jews  of  Berlin.” 

Another  medal  at  Tradart ’s  booth  is  a 
rectangular  bronze  plate  commemorating  the 
inauguration  of  Frankfort’s  synagogue.  The 
Hebrew  inscription,  “house  of  prayer  of  the 
upright”  (depending  on  how  one  translates 
the  word  Yeshurun),  appeal's  above  a sun  set- 
ting (or  rising)  over  the  Frankfurt  synagogue. 
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MANY  DETAILS  ON  SYNAGOGUE  PLAQUE 


Image  courtesy  Tradart 
A cast  bronze  plaque  by  Karl 
Goetz  to  commemorate  the  1907 
dedication  of  the  New  “ Yes  hu- 
nt n " Synagogue  in  Frankfurt. 
With  2,000  seats,  this  was  the 
largest  synagogue  in  Frankfurt; 
the  synagogue  was  destroyed 
during  Kristal/nacht  in  1938. 
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Some  of  the  floral  details  adorning  the  arch 
over  the  Hebrew  inscription  and  along  the 
sides  of  the  plate  resemble  the  shape  of  the 
Hebrew  letter  Shin,  the  first  letter  of  one  of 
the  divine  names  and,  therefore,  many  mezu- 
zah  cases  and  other  Judaica  objects.  And  be- 
neath the  synagogue  representation,  another 
Hebrew  inscription  offers  the  Hebrew  date  of 
the  inauguration. 

The  composition  of  the  commemora- 
tive plate  evokes  the  title  page  of  Soncino’s 
editions  of  the  Talmud  (among  other  secular 
publishing  designs).  Three  steps  (which 
could  symbolize  any  number  of  Jewish 
things)  lead  up  the  synagogue,  which  is 
circumscribed  by  an  arch  and  two  columns. 
The  synagogue  is  represented  in  remarkable 
detail,  but  the  artist  has  devoted  equal — if 


not  more — attention  to  the  borders  of  the 
piece  and  the  inscriptions.  It’s  worth  noting, 
though,  that  some  of  the  inscriptions  seem  to 
be  confused,  as  some  letters  are  slightly  more 
elongated  than  they  should  be,  and  others  are 
imprecisely  formed. 

A silver  medal  offered  by  Nomos  also 
contains  Hebrew  inscriptions,  but  doesn’t 
necessarily  have  much  to  do  with  the  Jewish 
community.  The  king  appears  in  profile, 
wearing  what  might  be  the  Order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece  (it’s  tough  to  make  out,  but 
the  interlocking  shapes  in  the  chain  appear 
to  be  the  iconic  Burgundian  ' B ’ ).  Henry 
VIII  was  hardly  a friend  of  the  Jews  (there 
were  taxes  and  pogroms,  among  other 
oppressions),  although  by  some  accounts, 
Henry  VIII  enlisted  Jewish  scholars  and  their 
biblical  expertise  to  justify  his  controversial 

Continued 
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Henry  vill’s  Supremacy  medal 


Images  courtesy  Nomos 

The  “ Supremacy  Medal  ” Henry  VIII  ( 1509  to  1547).  Silver  medal , 50  mm,  with  portrait  of  the  king;  re- 
verse in  Greek  and  Hebrew  proclaiming  the  king  as  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland. 
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divorce  from  Catherine  of  Aragon  and  subse- 
quent marriage  to  Anne  Boleyn. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  silver  medal, 
inscriptions  in  Hebrew  and  Greek  declare 
Henry  VIII  not  only  king,  but  “supreme 
head  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,” 
according  to  Nomos.  The  Hebrew  and  Greek 
inscriptions,  as  the  other  two  biblical  lan- 
guages besides  Latin  (which  appears  on  the 
front  of  the  medal),  “affirm  the  legitimacy 
of  Henry’s  appointment,”  according  to  the 
website  of  the  British  Museum,  which  owns 
one  of  two  gold  versions  of  the  medal. 

But  a close  inspection  of  the  Hebrew 
inscription  yields  a different  text.  The  word 
Messiah  appears  prominently,  and  although 
one  can  make  out  the  tenn  “community  of 
England,”  Ireland  doesn’t  appear.  One  tenn 
that  is  unaccounted  for  in  the  translation  is 
Kush,  and  another  1 0-letter  word  doesn’t 
seem  to  be  transcribed  properly.  More  work 
can  certainly  be  done  on  the  inscription 


of  this  medal,  although  Richard  Bishop’s 
Hebraica  Veritas  essay  on  the  medal  is  very 
infonnative,  particularly  in  its  tracing  of  the 
humanism  of  the  time  and  growing  interests 
in  Greek  and  Hebrew.  A Hebrew  font  was 
developed  in  Venice  by  Teobaldo  Mannucci 
in  the  very  late  1 5th  century,  according  to 
Bishop,  and  study  of  biblical  Hebrew  al- 
lowed scholars  to  understand  the  bible  ad 
fontem  (“at  the  source”) — although  through 
a Christian  lens,  of  course. 

Bishop  correctly  points  out  that  the 
Hebrew  inscription  isn’t  perfect,  but  he 
calls  the  letters  “well  formed”  (which  isn’t 
entirely  correct),  and  he  deciphers  what  he 
calls  the  last  word  in  the  inscription,  rosh 
(head),  although  that’s  only  the  last  word  in 
the  Hebrew  inscription  if  one  reads  Hebrew 
backwards — from  left  to  right.  The  true  final 
word  is  elyon,  and  not  rosh. 

“No  doubt  Hemy  greatly  approved  of  this 
medal.  The  message  was  loud  and  clear.  His 
title  “Supreme  Head”  spelt  out  in  Hebrew, 

Continued 
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Remarkable  Napoleon  medal 


Images  courtesy  Tradart 

With  an  obverse  designed  by  1 6-year-old  Alexis  Joseph  Depaulis  (1790  to  1867),  this  1806  medal 
depicts  Napoleon  1 in  profile.  Reverse  with  standing  Napoleon  holding  Ten  Commandments  with 
apparent  Hebrew  inscriptions,  with  Michaelangelos  Moses  kneeling  and  the  Sanhedrin  inscription. 
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Greek,  and  Latin,  proclaimed  to  the  world 
that  the  combined  learning  of  all  traditions, 
Hebraic,  Greek  and  Roman,  the  Old  and  the 
New  Testaments,  all  supported  his  claim  to 
be  God’s  appointed  Head  of  the  Church,” 
Bishop  writes. 

An  1 806  bronze  medal  depicting  Napo- 
leon 1,  also  at  Tradart,  doesn’t  have  Hebrew 
inscriptions,  but  its  subject  matter  is  perhaps 
the  most  remarkable  and  surprising.  On  the 
front  of  the  medal,  the  French  engraver  and 
medalist  Alexis  Joseph  Depaulis  ( 1 790- 
1867),  who  was  then  16  years  old,  depicted 
a bareheaded  Napoleon  I in  profile  dressed 
in  a military  uniform.  A wreath  hovers  above 
Napoleon’s  head,  and  an  inscription  identi- 
fies him  by  name. 

But  it’s  the  reverse,  by  the  engraver 
Augustin  Dupre  ( 1 748-1833),  which  is  the 
most  visually  arresting.  Napoleon,  lav- 
ishly and  regally  dressed,  stands  and  holds 
the  Ten  Commandments  (with  seemingly 


pseudo-Hebraic  inscriptions) — rendered  as 
two  separate  tablets,  long  and  narrow  and 
rounded  at  the  tops.  Kneeling  before  him  is 
what  one  can  only  assume  is  a personifica- 
tion of  the  Jewish  community,  represented  as 
Michelangelo’s  Moses  (beard,  horns  and  all). 
Dupre  appears  to  have  rendered  the  moment 
after  Moses/Jews  presented  the  tablets  to  the 
French  emperor. 

The  bronze  was  rendered  around  the  time 
that  Napoleon  emancipated  the  Jews  in  the 
French  empire,  and  one  of  the  new  freedoms 
was  the  creation  of  the  Sanhedrin,  a represen- 
tative body  named  after  the  biblical  assembly 
of  sages  and  judges. 

Dupre  pays  tribute  to  that  act  of  tolerance 
in  particular,  as  an  inscription  beneath  the 
figures  states,  “Grand  Sanhedrin,  XXX  MAI, 
MDCCCVI.”  raj 

Reprinted  with  permission  of  the  author.  Me- 
nachem  Wecker,  who  blogs  on  faith  and  art  for 
the  Houston  Chronicle  at  http://blogs.chron.com/ 
iconia,  and  welcomes  comments  at  mwecker@ 
gmail.com. 
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Three  generations  of the  Mendel  family 
powers  in  14th-,  1 5th-century  Hungary 


By  Mel  Wacks 


1 n 1935,  the  Hungarian  Jew- 
ish  Museum  issued  a large  bronze 
medal  (3  !4”  diameter)  with  a 
portrait  on  the  obverse  and  the 
inscription  “JACOBUS  MENDEL 
PRAEFECTUS  JUDEORUM”  in 
Latin  and  YAKOV  MENDEL  NASI 
JEWS  IN  THE  LAND  OF  HA’GER 
in  Hebrew.  “Nasi”  first  appeared 
on  the  ancient  coins  of  Bar  Kochba 
during  the  Second  Revolt  ( 1 32-5 
CE),  meaning  “Prince”  and  in  later 
times  it  meant  “President.” 
According  to  the  1906  edition 
of  the  authoritative  Jewish  Ency- 
clopedia: “The  Jewish  Hungarian 
family  of  Mendel  is  the  name  of  a 
prominent  Hungarian  family  which 
flourished  in  the  latter  half  of  the 


15th  century  and  in  the  first  half  of 
the  sixteenth  in  Ofen  (Buda).  Mem- 
bers of  three  generations  of  it  are 
known;  namely,  Jacob,  Israel,  and 
Isaac  Mendel,  who  held  the  office 
of ‘Princeps  Judaeorum,’  ‘Supremus 
Judaeorum,’  or  ‘Praefectus  Judaeo- 
runf  between  1482  and  1539. 

“This  office,  which  seems  to  have 
existed  only  during  that  period,  was 
created  by  King  Matthias  Corvinus 
in  order  to  give  the  Jews  an  accred- 
ited representative  at  court,  who  at 
the  same  time  should  be  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

“The  “Praefectus  Judaeorum”  was 
empowered  to  impose  fines  and 
other  penalties  on  the  Jews.  As  an 

Continued 
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A 1935  medal  issued  by  the  Hun- 
garian Jewish  Museum  honors 
Jacob  Mendel  who  became  Prae- 
fectus  Judaeorum  in  1493  and  died 
in  1522.  The  medal  designer  s name 
“Strasser”  is  in  the  obverse  field 
to  the  right  of  Mendel  s hair.  The 
medal 's  reverse  is  shown  on  the  op- 
posite page.  The  inscription  names 
Yakov  Mendel  in  Hebrew  above  a 
heraldic  lion. 
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official  of  the  crown  he  was  exempt- 
ed from  wearing  the  Jews’  hat.” 

The  Jews’  hat  was  a cone-shaped 
pointed  hat,  worn  by  Jews  in  Medi- 
eval Europe  and  some  of  the  Islamic 
world,  initially  by  choice,  and  by 
edict  in  some  places  in  Europe  after 
1215  for  adult  male  Jews  in  order  to 
distinguish  Jews  from  others. 

The  portrait  on  the  medal  was 
adapted  from  Jacob  Mendel’s  seal 
on  a document  dated  July  1 8,  1 502. 
Daniel  Friedenberg  (Medieval  Jew- 
ish Seals  from  Europe,  1987)  indi- 
cates that  the  document,  written  in 
Latin,  “is  a certification  from  Jacob 
Mendel  that  John  of  Paszto  [also 
Jewish]  had  repaid  a debt.” 

Sadly,  Friedenberg  relates  that 
“the  original  document  was  de- 
stroyed during  World  War  II, 

[though]  a reduced  photograph 
remains  in  the  National  Archives  of 
Hungary.” 

Friedenberg  question  whether  this 
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A modern  version  of  a seal  from  the  Middle 
Ages  of  Judenberg,  Austria.  The  seal 
features  a man  wearing  the  conical  “Jews  ’ 
hat  ” in  order  to  distinguish  Jews  from  oth- 
ers in  towns  and  cities  across  Europe. 

was  actually  meant  as  the  likeness 
of  Mendel,  or  it  was  rather  a “ste- 
reotype of  what  wise  men  should 
look  like.” 

The  1935  medal’s  reverse  features 
the  Hebrew  letters  “yod  mem”  (read 
right  to  left),  standing  for  Yakov 

Continued 


MENDEL’S  SEAL  ON  1502  DOCUMENT 
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The  design  of  of  the  1935  Mendel  medal  s 
obverse  is  believed  to  have  been  inspired 
by  the  seal  (above,  center  bottom)  on  an 
actual  document  of  Jacob  Mendel  dated 
July  2,  1502,  that  indicates  payment  of  a 
debt.  An  enlargement  of  the  seal  is  at  right. 
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Mendel,  above  a shield  containing 
an  heraldic  lion.  The  surround- 
ing Hungarian  inscription  reads: 
“EVI IZRAELITA  ORSZAGOS 
GYULES  EMLEKERE  MAGYAR 
ZSIDO  MUZEUM  1935”  (In  mem- 
ory of  the  1935  year  Nationwide 
Israelite  Conference.  The  Hungarian 
Jewish  Museum). 

The  central  design  was  adapted 


from  another  medieval  seal  of  Jacob 
Mendel,  that  is  attached  to  a docu- 
ment dated  Dec.  12,  1496. 

This  seal  is  described  by  Friedberg 
as  “in  what  seems  to  be  a rectangu- 
lar box,  are  the  Hebrew  letters  yod 
and  mem.  Below,  on  a shield,  is  a 
lion  facing  left,  with  his  right  front 
leg  raised  high.” 

The  lion  was  a common  heraldic 
device  in  medieval  times,  but  its  de- 

Continued 
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VIEWS  INTO  A VIBRANT  PAST 


At  right:  An  enlarged  drawing  of  Jacob 
Mendel’s  lion  seal  from  Daniel  Friedenberg’s 
“Medieval  Jewish  Seals  from  Europe.  ” 
Above:  A late  19th-century  or  early  20th-cen- 
tury Budapest  postcard  picturing  the  Dohdny 
Street  Synagogue,  the  world s second  largest. 
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piction  with  its  body  facing  left  and 
its  head  facing  right  is  very  unusual. 

Hungary’s  National  Jewish  Mu- 
seum is  part  of  the  Dohany  Street 
Synagogue  complex  in  Budapest, 
Located  next  to  the  birthplace  of 
Zionism  founder  Theodor  Herzl. 

The  square,  domed  building  was 
designed  by  Laszlo  Vago  in  1932. 
Most  of  the  museum’s  collection 
survived  the  war  stored  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  National  Museum. 
Completed  in  1 859,  the  Dohany 


Street  Synagogue  (also  known  as 
the  Great  Synagogue)  is  the  largest 
synagogue  in  Europe  and  the  second 
largest  in  the  world  after  Temple 
Emanu-el  in  New  York  City,  mi 

I want  to  thank  AINA  member  Alan 
Herbert  who,  a few  years  ago,  kindly 
gave  me  Daniel  Friedenberg  s book 
on  “ Medieval  Jewish  Seals  from 
Europe,  ” which  was  invaluable  in 
preparing  this  article.  Thanks  also  to 
Marika  Somogyi  for  translating  the 
medal  s reverse  inscription. 
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